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May 4, 2026
Dear Eastin Families,

Hello! My name is Karen Florendo, and | am so excited to be joining the Eastin
Elementary community as your new Principal. Growing up in Union City, | am a
proud product of the New Haven Unified School District. | also began my career in
education right here at Eastin Elementary, so this school has always held a very
special place in my heart.

With 20 years of experience in education, I've had the opportunity to serve in a
variety of roles across the district. | worked at Eastin for eight years before
transferring to Searles Elementary as a 5th grade teacher. Most recently, | served as
the Assistant Principal at Hillview Crest Elementary and as the Administrator for
Literacy.

| am passionate about creating a supportive and inclusive environment where every
student can thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. During my time at Eastin, |
am committed to working closely with staff and families to ensure continuity, stability,
and continued success for all students. In these final weeks of school, my focus is on
maintaining a safe and welcoming campus and helping our students finish the year
feeling proud of their growth.

You'll likely see me around campus during arrival, dismissal, and school events.
Please feel free to introduce yourself if you see me out and about!

Please don't hesitate to reach out through the school office if you have any
questions, concerns, or ideas. | also welcome opportunities to connect and hear your
hopes for your child and our school. | look forward to partnering with you to make a
positive impact on your child’s educational journey.

As we head into the final few weeks of the school year, I'm optimistic about a strong
and positive finish together.

Warmly,

Karen Florendo



